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MUST WE FOLLOW THE NEW TESTAMENT INTERPKETA- 
TION OF OLD TESTAMENT TEXTS? 

By Prof. Franz Delitzsch * 

Leipzig, Germany. 



The New Testament is the key to the Old, and the citations of the Old 
Testament in the New are the norm according to which the Christian inter- 
pretation must use these keys of knowledge (cf. Luke xi. 52). These citations, 
however, are not specimens of the art of grammatico-historical exegesis, but 
illustrations of prophecy by the history of its fulfillment. The apostles determine 
the meaning of the Scriptures, not according to the consciousness of the Old 
Testament writers, but according to the meaning of the Holy Spirit, who passes 
into them, as the one "auctor primarius" (cf. Heb. in. 7). 

1. Without the New Testament, the Old Testament would be a labyrinth 
without a clue, a syllogism without a conclusion, a riddle without a solution, a 
torso without a head, a moon without a sun, since Christ is the proper interpreter 
of the Old Testament. 

2. The New Testament writers presuppose that not merely this or that 
passage in the Old Testament is a prophecy looking to the New Testament, but 
that the whole is a prophecy of the New. Jesus is the fulfilling of the law and 
the prophets (Matt. v. 17) ; he is the "end of the law" (Rom. x. 4). The history 
of the Old Testament, the cultus of the Old Testament and the prophecy of the 
Old Testament— all look to him as their goal. 

3. The New Testament writers presuppose that prophecy, both verbal and 
typical, is essentially one. Therefore, for example, Matthew cites the saying of 
Hosea xi. 1, as a prophecy, just as readily as the saying of Isaiah vn. 14. 

4. The New Testament writers presuppose that in Jesus is fulfilled not only 
the coming of the second David, but also the parousia of Jehovah which is fore- 
told in the Old Testament. Therefore the Epistle to the Hebrews refers Psalm 
en. 26-28 directly to Christ, as the "kurios" whose appearing the Psalmist prays 
for, as ensuring the restoration of Zion and the perfecting of the kingdom of God. 

5. The New Testament writers presuppose that already in the Old Testament 
the idea of the coming Christ is found as well in the history of Israel (Heb. xi. 26; 
1 Cor. x. 4) as in the word of the Old Testament. Hence he speaks through the 
prophets announcing himself (Heb. ii. 13) ; he speaks by David (Heb. n. 12 ; x. 5 
seq.; John xv. 25 ; xm. 18) ; also through Asaph (Matt. xni. 25) ; and he speaks 
also in the Imprecatory Psalms (Eom. xi. 9 seq.). 

6. The New Testament writers presuppose that the Septuagint translation is 
fitted to give a sufficiently true representation of the word of God in the Old Tes- 
tament. This translation was then, among the Hellenistic Jews, the " versio 
aceepta." The Babylonian Talmud relates the legend of its miraculous origin ; 
hence the New Testament writers usually cite the Old Testament according to 
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this translation, even when it does not correspond exactly with the original text. 
In this they accommodate themselves to their time. 

7. The New ( Testament writers follow in their views of the Old Testament, 
so far as possible, the received tradition. The Lord himself uses an argument 
against the Pharisees "a concessis," viz., Ps. ex. Paul, also, in Rom. ix. 25; 
x. 20 seq., uses the words of Hosea and Isaiah in relation to the heathen. The 
grammatico-historical exegesis is not bound strictly to follow him in this. 

It must be remembered that the New Testament writers do not always cite 
the Old Testament when they use it. They employ its language frequently as 
fitting expressions of New Testament facts (e. g. Rom. x. 18 from Ps. xix. 5) 
without explaining the prophecy thereby. So we are not warranted in concluding 
from Eph. rv. 26, that rigezu, in Ps. iv. 5, is to be translated by 'opyi&iv. 

In conclusion, the presuppositions of the New Testament citations are the 
norm of the Christian view of the Old Testament history and scripture, but in 
particulars, the scientific exposition of the Old Testament is not slavishly bound 
by the apostolic writings. 



THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 

By Prof. Willis J. Beechek, D.D., 

Auburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, N. T. 



Nov. 14. Peter Restored. John xxi. 4-19. 

Nov. 21. Walking in the Light. 1 John i.— n. 6. 

Nov. 28. John's Vision of Christ. Rev. i. 4-18. 

Dec. 5. Worshiping God and the Lamb. Rev. v. 1-14. 

Dec. 12. The Saints in Heaven. Rev. vn. 9-17. 

Dec. 19. The Great Invitation. Rev. xxii. 8-21. 

For this month we consider the remaining les-sons from the New Testament, 
that we may have the whole space, in the next issue, for the Book of Genesis and 
the lessons from the Old Testament. 

The last five of the lessons under consideration were evidently intended by 
the committee that selected them to cover the writings commonly attributed to 
the Apostle John, outside the Gospel of John. The three Epistles of John have, 
perhaps, a shorter line of contact with the Old Testament than has any other part 
of the New Testament of equal length. Westcott and Hort do not recognize so 
much as one word in the three as of Old Testament origin, and therefore to be 
printed in uncial letters. Even these books, however, are not independent of the 
Old Testament ; witness the illustration from the story of Cain and his brother, 
1 John in. 12, and other equally marked instances. 

The relations of the Book of Revelation to the Old Testament are quite 
peculiar. They are well represented by the fact that Professor Toy, in his book 
on the New Testament quotations from the Old, does not recognize in the Book 
of Revelation a single formal citation, but mentions a hundred and fifty-six 
instances of allusion, including, probably, double that number of specifications. 
The same fact is presented to the eye in the Westcott and Hort text, where the 



